August Teaching Theme: What is the Gospel?

WA Speaker: Pastor William Horne

B H Topic: “The King Jesus Gospel”

£ 37 Scripture: Isaiah 52:7-10 (Along with a Trace through the Biblical Narrative)

Monthly Idea: This month’s theme is “the Gospel” and it’s implications. The Gospel of Jesus the
Christ is a royal announcement that Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will reign
forever, thus we must give our allegiance to King Jesus. Those who give their allegiance to King
Jesus are given the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate - a downpayment of our
inheritance in the Kingdom. The Spirit applies the benefits of the gospel to those who respond
with allegiance!

This week we kick off the series talking about the Gospel proper - that Jesus is King (Lord).
From this place, we will examine the benefits or implications of the Gospel in the following
weeks. To understand the Gospel well we must understand the following:

(1) The word “Gospel” in its Biblical/Historical context is always connected to a royal
announcement of a new rule.

(2) The word “faith/belief” (Greek: pistis) is best understood on the macro level with the
English word “allegiance.” We are called to give our exclusive allegiance to King Jesus,
characterized by deep trust and loyalty. From this place, we will seek to live by the ethics
of the upside-down Kingdom.

(3) Jesus acted as both the messenger of this Gospel and the King of the Upside-Down
Kingdom of God’s reign. God’s reign is characterized by radically enemy love,
generosity, justice, peace, and barrier-breaking reconciliation. Jesus’ life and teaching
exemplified these Kingdom ethics, in which we should follow.

(4) From the Gospel proper (Jesus is King), we can begin to talk about the many,
multifaceted benefits of the Gospel that the Holy Spirit applies to the lives of those who
give their allegiance to King Jesus. (e.g. justification, sanctification, glorification,
adoption, reconciliation, ransom/redemption, freedom, empowered to be on mission,
etc.)

Resources:
Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (English) (5:48)
Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (Chinese) (4:22)

Will's Sermon Manuscript
Will's PPT File

Important Notes (from Pastor Will):
- Biblical “faith” is an exclusive “allegiance” characterized by deep loyalty and trust.

- Interestingly, the Roman Empire used similar propaganda of “allegiance” that we see
from many nation-states today, making the Gospel message of the early church a radical


https://bibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTBs0mXAN5c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/141a2TRZRyGc4d5-HsU12KMppMoRH3vItFon0eCQoGVA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dgPLLhlUQVlCvE-6tMQH1Et3ypiFbc5Ckm7mO6D6g_c/edit?usp=sharing

claim. Caesar was given titles like “Savior” and “Lord,” and he demanded total allegiance
and trust in the Roman Empire and its systems. Thus, to proclaim the Gospel Message,
that “Jesus is Lord,” would have to entail at some level that “Caesar is Not.” You can’t be
“allegiant” to both King Caesar and King Jesus - you must choose your loyalties. We
must take a similar posture with nation-states today and other entities demanding our
allegiance today.

Discussion Questions:

(1) When did you first hear about Jesus and what about this news of Jesus drew you in?

(2) How does the idea of the Gospel as a Royal Announcement help you better understand
the Gospel? Similarly, how does the idea of “allegiance” help you better understand the
nature of Biblical faith?

(3) Jesus announced that God'’s reign & Kingdom was not as anyone expected. He
announced a Kingdom that was an Upside-Down Kingdom - a reversal of the ways of the
kingdoms of the world. What are some of the things Jesus said/did that were a reversal
of the kingdoms of the world?

a. Examples: Sacrificially loving Enemies; Truth-Telling (Yes be Yes, No be No);
Breaking Social Hierarchies; Hospitality to Strangers & those who won’t bring you
benefits; Protection of poor, immigrants, women; Radical generosity;
Non-Violence; etc.

(4) Read John 12:12-33 together. What is Jesus doing for others in this passage? Jesus
calls his followers to do what he does. In what ways specifically can you suffer alongside
others or serve and love others? What action can you partake in to live by the way of the
Upside-Down Kingdom?

a. Jesus' suffering was the way God’s power and love were shown to the world. The
cross shows us that God’s ultimate response to human death and suffering was
love, to die alongside us and for us, and to overcome death with his resurrection
life. This is Jesus’ upside-down Kingdom.

(5) Read Isaiah 52:7-53:12 together. What stands out to you and what observations do you
make? How would you summarize the passage? What does it mean to you that God is
present in suffering?

a. This passage proclaims that God himself is coming to rescue his people. This is
good news, but it will happen in a surprising way. God’s appointed one, the
Messiah, will enter into the suffering and death of our world. There’s a lot of
suffering and pain going on in our world right now, but God enters into our
suffering. He experiences it personally and is present with us and all those who
suffer.

(6) Memorization Tool: What is the Gospel? How do we respond to the Gospel? (We will
continue building on this each week)

a. The Gospel of Jesus the Christ is a royal announcement that Jesus is King and
his Upside-Down Kingdom will reign forever.

b. We are called to respond by giving our allegiance (inclusive of faith, loyalty, trust)
to King Jesus.


https://bibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/god/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/the-messiah/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/the-messiah/
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